Dear myvillages.org members

Times have been busy in and around the villages, an
update you on our recent and upcoming activities.

Bibliobox , 2005 - ongoing
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myvillages.org at Trade Ireland , November 2005
Antje and Wapke travelled to Carrick-on-Shannon in

week long programme of workshop and events called
organisation, introduced the brand new
pub. There they showed a film from the
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Launch Hofer Goods , October 2006

Kathrin has finally launched her ourvillages projec
village fete. Throughout 2006 she had meetings with
discuss and collect local resources and narratives,
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based product designer Angelika Seeschaaf, who come
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could jump out — leaving just its footprint. A thir

cape for the children of the village to dress up as
Halloween night.

The launch of the products was accompanied by an ex
about Hofen that have been collected from all house
village life and communal from the last 100 years.

The whole launch was a huge success, with more than
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Why We Left The Village and Came Back

is surrounded by agricultural landscape and village
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Shrewsbury is a small town between Birmingham and W
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Bi bl i obox, Antje’s | like being a farnmer and I d like to stay one,and
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Residency at Grizedale
Grizedale is an art programme situated in the Lake
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make a proposal for a new piece or project. myvilla

a collective to come for a one week residency in la
We will spend the time in and around Coniston Lake,
how and why Grizedale does what it does, and meet s
involved in art projects. Grizedale has no fixed ga
projects for specific sites, both locally and inter

lot about an exchange between networks that work in
rural issues. They've for example just visited a sm
women from the village there will visit the Lake Di
introduce and present cooking with ingredients from
We'll decide after a week out in the sticks what we
want to do it. Also visit www.grizedale.org
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| like being a farmer and I"d like to stay one goes European from May 2007

Antje and Thomas, in collaboration with the small K unstverein Langenhagen
(close to Hannover), have received funding from the National Cultural Board to
extend their | like being a farmer and | d like to stay one project. This will
take them across a number of European countries, in cluding Austria, The
Netherlands, Italy, Romania, Moldova and the UK. An tje and Thomas will barter
with farmers, and offer paintings of their farms in exchange for videos in
which the farmers film and explain their work and w ay of living. The entire
project will come together in publication scheduled for 2009.

www.antjeschiffers.de

| like being a farmer and I'd like to stay one, Vienna Secession, July 2007

Antje and Thomas have been invited by the newly ele cted exhibition committee

of the Vienna Secession, to do a solo exhibition in their gallery this summer.

The exhibition will be based on a continuation of | like being a farnmer and
I d like to stay one in Austria, mentioned above. Opening date is: 5 h July

2007. All Welcome!
www.secession.at

cultureSOILdrillings by Wapke, 2007 - ongoing

Wapke is at the moment learning about soil-drilling , and is setting up
drillings at locations where she is involved with a cultural project, or plans
to start one. The first drilling will be in Wjelsry p, her home village in
Friesland. The concept derives from thinking about the land that has been used
by her family since 1880; and connects farming and ownership issues in
relation to village culture. During the summer she plans to look into the
village archives, together with her sister Pietsie Feenstra, who is teaching
film and culture at the Sorbonne Il Paris. The dri lling project focuses on
the relation between land and culture, with the aim to collect some of the
grounds that our culture is based on. You can find more detailed information

soonon www.wapke.nl

public works and rural links

Kathrin is also part of the art/architecture collec tive called public works,

based in London. She started to link her work with my villages, the research

work she does as an AHRC fellow at the University o f Wolverhampton and her
collaborative practice with public works. E.g. The concept behind Hf er Goods
can be seen as a continuation of the Par k Pr oduct s project which started

together with Andreas Lang for the Serpentine Galle ry in 2004.

Her research at Wolverhampton,which looks into art’ s space making capacity was
recently linked to her paper Art as Space vs Spaces for Art atthe Rural Art
Space symposium.

Torange Khonsari, one of the partners of public wor ks, is currently doing a

residency at Wysing Arts, an arts centre in rural C ambridgeshire, looking into

the right of path issues. She’s looking at local wa Iks and walking groups and

the meaning of public paths in relation to communal and cultural spaces.

Torange also suggested that myvillages.org should n ext visit her grandmother’s
village in Iran, which has been unchanged for the | ast decades and sounds like

the most amazing place ever.
www.publicworksgroup.net

We hope to see you soon somewhere on the village ci rcuit,
With best regards in the meantime

Antje, Kathrin and Wapke
myvillages.org

March 2007



Bibliobox is all packed up (1) for travelling and
(2) unpacked for a public event. Wapke and Antje
showing a film from The BBBox in an Irish pub (3).

(5)

(6)]

Launch of Héfer Goods and the
exhibition(4). The cream spoon
with stamped butter(5), Angelika
explaining the new products(6) and
the scary frog skeleton capel(7)

(12)

Why We Left The Village and Came
Back images: Wapke during a BBox
workshop(8), the Héfer Goods on
display at the Museum(2) and an
installation shot of Antje's
project (10).

The BBBox on Tour: in an artist’s
house in Wales(ll) and the Ruxal
Art Space Audience drawing(12).




