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Press Release:

Why We Left the Village and Came Back

17th November 2006 – 20th January 2007

Why We Left the Village and Came Back is an exhibition and events programme investigating the relationship between the rural environment and contemporary arts practice.

mediamaker, Shropshire’s innovative media arts partnership, has invited the artist collective myvillages.org. to devise this programme as the first stage of a major commission for Shrewsbury and Shropshire.  Over two months, the project will explore the countryside as a place for art production, a socio-cultural space and a space for critical reflection.

The Launch:  

Thursday 23rd November, 7pm: Old Market Hall Film & Digital Media Centre 

Artists Kathrin Bohm and Wapke Feenstra, from myvillages.org, will introduce their organisation and Bibliobox, a travelling archive of documentation and information, set up by myvillages.org in 2005.  Together with Adrian Plant of Shrewsbury Museums Service and mediamaker, they will present the ideas behind Why We Left the Village and Came Back and invite participants to discuss how the commission might be developed for Shropshire.

Anyone interested in the project and its future is welcome at this free event 

The Exhibition:

17th November – 20th January: Belmont Arts Centre; Music Hall Gallery; Old Market Hall Film & Digital Media Centre; Shrewsbury Museum & Art Gallery 

At the core of the programme is Bibliobox, a purpose-built container of films, audio pieces and print, documenting rural art projects from 10 different European countries.  mediamaker will ‘unpack the box’ at four key venues in Shrewsbury.  For example, The Music Hall Gallery will present Antje Schiffers’ exchange-based project Landleben, in which she asks farmers to make a video about their experience of farming today; in return, she produces for them a traditional oil painting of their farm.

Bibliobox will also tour to a number of rural venues, in a series of events to present contemporary art projects and act as a focus for specific local knowledge and experience.  The audiences are the potential partners in the future development of the project.  Full details of the tour will be available shortly.

Symposium: 

Rural Art Space: Innovative art practices in the rural environment

Wednesday 17th January, 10am – 5.30pm; The Old Market Hall and 

The Music Hall; registered guests and pre-booked ticket holders only

The Symposium is open to art practitioners, curators, students, arts administrators and decision-makers in the region.  It will start by looking at current culture-led rural regeneration initiatives and will examine critically the role of the arts within them.  The afternoon will feature a series of workshops focusing on case studies and exploring various specific issues around the curation and production of art in the rural environment.

Organised jointly by Shrewsbury Museums Service, myvillages.org and the University of Wolverhampton, School of Art and Design

The Artists:

Myvillages.org is an artist initiative developed by Antje Schifffers (Germany), Wapke Feenstra (NL) and Kathrin Böhm (UK and Germany.)  Since its launch in 2002, myvillages.org has set up a network of projects and events and has become an experimental platform for contextual art practice in rural environments.  These include ourvillages (2002 and 2006); Village Convention, with General Public Agency at Ditchling Museum, Sussex (2005) and Bibliobox (ongoing from 2005.)  Kathrin Bohm is currently an AHRC fellow at the University of Wolverhampton, School of Art and Design and a member of the art and architecture collective, public works.

Further information on the project can be found at:

www.myvillages.org and www.bibliobox.org.

For further information on the Bibliobox tour and Symposium, contact:

Adrian Plant, 01743 361196, adrian.plant@shrewsbury.gov.uk.  
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